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Saturday,  Aug.  7,  and  Sunday,  Aug.  8  - 

Shopped  Sat.  A.M.  and  left  Paris  shortly  after  one,  arriving  In  Hoare, 
after  a  hot  ride  through  French  country,  in  time  for  dinner  at  a  strange  sort' of 
an  Inn^where  one  perfectly  good  self-respecting  lemon  cost  half  a  franc.  About 
nine  o'clock  we  went  on  board  the  Alma  and  arrived  in  Southampton  at  seven 
o'clock  Sunday  A.  M.  after  crossing  the  Channel  comfortably.  Then  came  the 
agony  of  the  English  customs  (  which  experience  is  always  an  interesting  one 
especially  when  the  officers  appear  to  be  most  exact  ) . 

Oh  the  ride  from  Southampton  to  London  !  The  good  plain  signs  which  we 
could  intelligently  read  -  the  utter  cleanness  of  the  English  country  towns  -  the 
gardens,  the  flowers  -  oh,  everything  seemed  more  Christian,  more  homelike. 

There  is  an  indescribable  joy  in  being  able  to  understand  all  that  is  said 
by  porters  and  hackmen.  Full  of  enthusiasm  we  landed  in  London  -  real  "London 
town"  and  were  driven  directly  to  the  St.  Ermins  Hotel,  St.  James’s  Park,  S.  W. 

A  thoroughly  delightful  place  to  stay.  Our  rooms  are  comfy  and  the  dining-room 
and  music  are  excellent.  We  went  to  Westminster  Abbey  as  soon  as  our  rooms 
were  assigned  but  found  we  were  too  late  for  the  last  morning  service  and  could 
not  gain  admittance.  Being  properly  told  so  by  a  decided  Englishman  in  more 
decided  English  we  walked  along  the  Thames  and  sat  down  in  the  gardens  near 
the  Houses  of  Parliament.  After  lunch  we  went  back  to  the  Abbey  and  heard  the 
three  o'clock  service  and  in  the  evening  enjoyed  the  splendid  musical  program 
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